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In September, 2002, at New York’s Rockefeller Center, sculptor Eric Fischl unveiled a sculpture called “Tumbling Woman” commemorating those who jumped or fell to their deaths from the World Trade Center. It was abruptly draped in cloth and surrounded by a curtain wall because many were affected strongly by the sculpture’s depiction of a naked woman with her arms and legs flailing above her. Fischl stated, “The sculpture was not meant to hurt anybody. It was a sincere expression of deepest sympathy for the vulnerability of the human condition—both specifically toward the victims of September 11 and toward humanity in general.”

1. The Prompt:

a. Should an artist, even an offensive and provocative artist, be allowed the constitutional right to freedom of speech?

b. Are there limits to the “assault” on the senses when artist’s intent is to evoke an emotional response?

i. Defend, and negate “a” and “b.”

ii. Contextualize the arguments “a” and “b,” then defend or negate the context of the arguments.

a. What is the issue?  “a” and “b”

b. What position should you as a thinker, evaluator, and writer take? “a” and “b”

c. What evidence do you possess which will allow for a solidly structured opinion essay? “a” and “b”

Apply the Toulmin/Writing Format

-  Make a claim. (Many papers will include more than one.)

-  Provide grounds for your claim: Grounds are evidence in the form of facts, data, or any information that supports the claim. 

- Explore the warrant for the claim. A warrant is the unstated assumption underlying a claim--a value, belief, principle, or perhaps the inferences or assumptions that are taken for granted by the writer (and sometimes by the argument). 

- Provide backing for the warrant. Backing is support for the warrant and answers the question, “Why do you believe that?” Thus, you must provide additional evidence (in the form of examples, facts and data) that helps to support the warrant and further strengthen the claim. Depending upon your audience, this backing could also include emotional appeals, quotations from famous people or recognized experts, or statements based on the writer’s personal credibility.

- Explore the rebuttal to the claim. A rebuttal acknowledges the limitations of the claim. That is, you might acknowledge that under some circumstances, the claim may not be true. Also, you should consider the ways in which an opponent might dispute the reasons, grounds, warrant, or the backing. 

Note: You cannot simply state the rebuttal. You must rebut the rebuttal! If you can discredit the opposition’s counter-arguments by proving that their logic is faulty, their support is weak or their warrants are invalid, you have created a rebuttal that supports your own original position and furthers your claim.

- End with a concession. Finally, a key point in Toulmin arguments is the concession, which brings differing opinions together by acknowledging a part of the opposing argument that cannot be refuted. Conceding that an opposing point is valid and then building upon it to further one's own claim allows a writer to make the audience feel appreciated without giving up her or his own position. 
