American Literary Period Research Project


Due Date: _May 26-27__
Your job will be to research and present one major literary period or genre by identifying the major writers, distinguishing characteristics, and historical events that make your period unique.  You and a partner/s will research the necessary background information and then organize all of it onto a visual to present it to the class.  In order to give a wide scope of your time period, you must include the following information in an appropriately organized timeline format:
1. Name and years of literary period (or sub-period).
2. Defining characteristics of this time period that caused scholars to name it such, i.e.: What do all works in this period have in common?
3. Characteristics of the American Dream as it applies to your “literary” period
4. Author Information

a. Their names 
b. Three of their major works identified by their genres: poetry, short story, novel, play (Choose the most popular pieces!) 
c. The year of their birth and of their death accompanied with a mini-biography.
5. Five (5) major historical events that happened in the United States during your period (Feminism, Harlem Renaissance, Native American migration, and Slave Literature genres should include information that affected the United States)
6. Three (3) major historical events that happened in another part of the world during your period (World War, Industrialism, Reformation, etc. Should include events that impacted the entire world)
7. Pictures or graphics that act as visual aids and not merely scenery.
8. A works cited page, written in MLA format, of all of the electronic and print sources (books) you use.
Research Techniques and Citation Guidelines:

*Use the reputable sources found in the library databases before you do a general search on Google.

Directions on how to present your findings to the class:

When each group presents its findings, members of the class will take notes from the presentation in preparation for a test.  Therefore, presenters must speak clearly, slowly and pause often so their classmates can write.  You should prepare an overhead transparency of names and dates so your classmates do not have to ask you to repeat information or ask you to spell authors’ names.  Be familiar with all of the information you have researched.  I may ask questions to confirm this.  The presentation counts for a percentage of the project grade, so be professional; do not sit, lean against the wall, or act goofy.
MLA format:
MLA stands for the Modern Language Association, a group that decides how everyone in the country will document sources.  This prevents confusion and assures that authors receive credit for their work.  We will format all of our written assignments and research assignments in MLA format this year, as you will be expected to do this in college.  I will present some basic information on MLA citation now.  Take notes!
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Quick links for more information on the MLA format:

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/11/ -In depth 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/ -Basics

http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0001.html -Comprehensive

https://www.libraries.psu.edu/psul/researchguides/citationstyles/MLA_citation.html -Comprehensive

http://www.easybib.com/ -Does it for you, somewhat…

	Domain
	              Exemplary
	               Adequate
	      Struggling
	        Insufficient 

	Characteristics of the literary period
	5-Thorough understanding of literary period and identifies 4-5 clearly articulated characteristics.
	4-Base understanding of literary period and identifies 3-4 characteristics with sufficient explanation.
	3- Concepts of literary period begin to take shape, but is more of a textbook definition and explanation is limited.
	2- Little understanding, confusing, or not shown.

	Author information
	10-Excellent research. Covers major authors and overview of life (education, events of inspiration, major works).
	8-Although missing some events or key points, demonstrates a solid understanding.
	6-Very thin.
	5-Huh?

	Historical information
	7.5-Student clearly sees the connection between historical events and cultural perspective.
	6.5-Most of the events are pertinent to cultural perspective.
	5.5-Historical events are somewhat random.
	4.5-Events are random, unrelated, or not shown.

	Images/Graphics
	5-Supports and illustrates information from the presentation.
	4-Pictures are inserted in presentation which relate to information.
	3-Pictures inserted.
	2-Can’t see.

	Organization
	5-Student had an obvious and effective organizational strategy.
	4-Organizational strategy apparent, but not as streamlined as could be possible.
	3-On point majority of presentation with some minor lapses.
	2-…Squirrel?!!

	Neatness/grammar
	5-Student has edited/
	4-One or two minor spelling/grammatical errors.
	3-Errors abound.
	2-AP, what?

	Projection, articulation
	7.5-Clearly audible in all areas of room.
	6.5-Corners may have had trouble understanding.
	5.5-Needs more projection or slower pace.
	4.5-What’d you say, sonny?

	MLA Works Cited
	5-Everything follows the format. All information, including images, is cited correctly and is from reliable sources.
	4-Perhaps some errors in indentation, information placements, alphabetic order, etc.
	3-Appears student attempted to cite from memory.
	2-web pages, cut and paste.




