Question 3

(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)

Author and lecturer Alfie Kohn contends that * a{}mpet:t;(m by its very nature is always unhealthy.” Read the
following excerpt from Kohn’s essay “Why Competition?”

The cost of any kind of competition in human terms is incalculable. When my success
depends on other people’s failure, the prospects for a real human community are considerably
diminished. . . . Moreover, when my success depends on my being betrer than, [ am caught
on a treadmill, destined never to enjoy real satisfaction. Someone is always one step higher,
and even the summit is a precarious position in light of the hordes waiting to occupy it in my
stead. I am thus perpetually insecure and, as psychologist Rollo May points out, perpetually
anXIoUs.

Then, in a well-written essay, develop a position on Kohn's claim about the nature of ¢ competition. Use appropriate
evidence from your reading, experience, or observations to support your argument.
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Cuestion 3

General Directions: This sconng guide will be usetul for most of the essays you read. If it seems
inappropriate for a specific paper, ask your Table Leader for assistance. Always show your Table Leader
books that seerm to have no response or that contain responses that seem unrelated to the question.

o not assign a score of 0 or — without this consultation.
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