Elements of Transcendentalism
  Transcendentalism poses a distinction between "Understanding," or the normal means of apprehending truth through the senses, and "Reason," a higher, more intuitive form of perception.  Intuition and spontaneous behavior outweigh rationality and deliberate thought (tools of society).
  Microcosm and macrocosm: each part of nature contains all within it. "Every particular in nature, a leaf, a drop, a crystal, a moment of time is related to the whole, and partakes of the perfection of the whole. Each particle is a microcosm, and faithfully renders the likeness of the world." Everything is interconnected.
  Principle of analogy, of perceiving correspondences: "[M]an is an analogist, and studies relations in all objects." Ex. Colony of ants=society and man
  Emblematic Nature: "Every natural fact is a symbol of some spiritual fact." “Physical facts reveal hidden, spiritual truths.”
  Universal soul ("Oversoul"): "Meantime within man is the soul of the whole; the wise silence; the universal beauty, to which every part and particle is equally related." “Everything reflects the Divine Soul.”
  Transcendentalism, like other romantic movements, proposes that man is innately good and that, left in a state of nature, human beings would seek the good. 
  Emphasis on perfectionism and optimism. The essential nature of human beings is good and society is to blame for the corruption that mankind endures.  Transcendentalism also takes the Romantic view of man's steady degeneration from childhood to adulthood as he is corrupted by culture: "A man is a god in ruins." 
· Emphasis on non-conformity, individualism, and self-reliance.  Avoidance of the “masses” and “mob-mentality.”
