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FIRST, PLEASE READ about Questioning the Text/Analysis Intro:

Posing key questions about a text and then answering them to the best of your ability is a helpful means of understanding and explaining more clearly an essay’s substance and structure.  Certain basic questions are significant for nearly any text you confront, and answering them can be a powerful means of enhancing your comprehension.  As you read your text, such questions help you spot the issues that lie within most essays, regardless of their form or length.  It is a good habit to have these questions in mind as you read, and be able to respond to them once you’ve thought through your reading.   

1. What is the thesis or main point of the text?  How does the author support his/her thesis?
2. What methods does the author use to support these points, for instance, illustration, example, citing authorities, citing studies and/or statistics, description, personal experience, or history?  Please give specific examples of the method(s) used from the text.

3. Does the author use any special terms or expressions that need to be clarified to understand this essay?  This can include jargon specific to a certain field, or an abstract term that holds many different meanings in many different contexts to many different groups.  Please identify and explain these terms.

4. What is the level of discourse of this essay?  What is the audience’s level of education the author presumes?

5. What is the purpose of this essay?  Is the author presenting a value position, and, if so, is he/she either directly or indirectly presenting his/her moral framework on an issue, or is he/she summarizing or describing an issue?  Or, is the purpose of this essay to entertain?

6. Finally, what is your opinion of this essay?  Did you find it enjoyable, boring, biased, short-sighted, colorfully descriptive, lacking adequate detail, etc.?  Please explain your answer.  Cite specific examples from the text to support your review. 
7. Be prepared to discuss the specific language, structure, organization, and length choices of the author.  How did these contribute to the tone and purpose of the essay?

PEACE NEGOTIATIONS IN VIETNAM
Letter from President Johnson to Ho Chi Minh, President of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, February 8, 1967

1. Dear Mr. President: 

2. I am writing to you in the hope that the conflict in Vietnam can be brought to an end. That conflict has already taken a heavy toll-in lives lost, in wounds inflicted, in property destroyed, and in simple human misery. If we fail to find a just and peaceful solution, history will judge us harshly.

3. Therefore, I believe that we both have a heavy obligation to seek earnestly the path to peace. It is in response to that obligation that I am writing directly to you.

4. We have tried over the past several years, in a variety of ways and through a number of channels, to convey to you and your colleagues our desire to achieve a peaceful settlement. For whatever reasons, these efforts have not achieved any results. . . .

5. In the past two weeks, I have noted public statements by representatives of your government suggesting that you would be prepared to enter into direct bilateral talks with representatives of the U.S. Government, provided that we ceased "unconditionally" and permanently our bombing operations against your country and all military actions against it. In the last day, serious and responsible parties have assured us indirectly that this is in fact your proposal.

6. Let me frankly state that I see two great difficulties with this proposal. In view of your public position, such action on our part would inevitably produce worldwide speculation that discussions were under way and would impair the privacy and secrecy of those discussions. Secondly, there would inevitably be grave concern on our part whether your government would make use of such action by us to improve its military position.

7. With these problems in mind, I am prepared to move even further towards an ending of hostilities than your Government has proposed in either public statements or through private diplomatic channels. I am prepared to order a cessation of bombing against your country and the stopping of further augmentation of U.S. forces in South Viet-Nam as soon as I am assured that infiltration into South Viet-Nam by land and by sea has stopped. These acts of restraint on both sides would, I believe, make it possible for us to conduct serious and private discussions leading toward an early peace.

8. I make this proposal to you now with a specific sense of urgency arising from the imminent New Year holidays in Viet-Nam. If you are able to accept this proposal I see no reason why it could not take effect at the end of the New Year, or Tet, holidays. The proposal I have made would be greatly strengthened if your military authorities and those of the Government of South Viet-Nam could promptly negotiate an extension of the Tet truce.

9. As to the site of the bilateral discussions I propose, there are several possibilities. We could, for example, have our representatives meet in Moscow where contacts have already occurred. They could meet in some other country such as Burma. You may have other arrangements or sites in mind, and I would try to meet your suggestions.

10. The important thing is to end a conflict that has brought burdens to both our peoples, and above all to the people of South Viet-Nam. If you have any thoughts about the actions I propose , it would be most important that I receive them as soon as possible.

11. Sincerelv,

12. Lyndon B. Johnson

