Motifs of Huck Finn
Despite being written over 120 years ago, many of the central themes in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn are applicable to this and all generations.  As you identify examples demonstrating these themes in Chapters 1-10, come up with contemporary examples, as well.

	Motif
	Example from Text
	Modern Example

	Morality vs. Law
	1.
2.
	1. Abortion
2. killer doesn’t get punishment he deserves/capital punishment

	Education
	1.
2.
	1.  low teacher wages
2. 5th in the world

	Superstitions
	1.
2.
	1. 2000/y2k
2. Slenderman

	Parodies of Romanticism/
Pop Culture
	1.
2.
	1. SNL
2. Weird Al

	Racism/Equality
	1.
2.
	1. Obama/crossing barriers
1a. racial profiling
2. comedian will do anything to make someone laugh . they don’t care aboutt someone’s feeling 

	Hypocrisy
	1.
2.
	1. govt.
2. parents/teachers

	Social Class 
	1.
2.
	1. Race
1a. Paris Hilton
2. Representation and Gov. 
2a. Kardashian


Character List

Use this sheet to keep track of the numerous characters in this novel.

	Character
	Description
	Motivations/Symbolism

	Jim
	Slave, believes in magic, uneducated
	

	Tom 
	Huck’s best friend , leader of gang, likes reading (Romantic)
	To have a gang of highway men, Romanticism 

	Ms. Watson
	Huck’s foster parent and she wants to civilize him into a good person/strict
	To civilize Huck. Religion.

	Widow Douglas
	Loving, caring foster parent of Huck
	

	Huck
	12/13ish, wild child, con, rebel, indep.
	Escape Pap

	Pap
	Huck’s dad, supposedly drowned, returns for Huck and his $, alcoholic
	Money/booze

	Judge Thatcher
	Manages/invests Huck’s 6,000.
	Help Huck.


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


