Historical Context: Puritan Idealism

· Migrated from England/Religious persecution
· God was in control of destiny/Predestination
· Everyone, except God’s elect, were going to Hell
· God’s grace manifested in the wealthy and community leaders 
· Perceived the wilderness as evil and chaotic
· Self-Reliance, Industriousness, Simplicity, Humility
· Plain Style/Everyone needed to read
· Mayflower Compact 
