Puritan Literature Study Guide

Students should focus on analysis (SOAPStone, TPCASTT), introductory sections, author’s biographies, specific literary devices, as well as plot exposition/development from the following readings:
Of Plymouth Plantation





pages:
-literary style, perspective, allusions in the text, purpose, “arrogant sailor” and the implications, tone, outcome, historical background, aboriginal relations
A Narrative of the Captivity





pages:
-literary style, perspective, allusions in the text, purpose, tone, outcome, historical background, aboriginal relations
The Interesting Narrative of Olaudah Equiano

pages:

-examples and type(s) of irony, self as narrator, audience, historical significance
Here Follow Some Verses…Anne Bradstreet
pages:

-audience, literal translation, tone (mood), purpose, style
Huswifery
pages:

-conceit, title, theme (mood), literal vs. symbolic translations
Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God

pages:

-audience, purpose, specific metaphors for both god and man, tone, parallel structure
The Crucible

pages:

-motivations, conflicts, paradox, irony, purpose, historical implications-past and present, characterization, Puritan perspectives  

Historical Context: Puritan Idealism

•
Migrated from England/Religious persecution

•
God was in control of destiny/Predestination

•
Everyone, except God’s elect, were going to Hell

•
God’s grace manifested in the wealthy and community leaders 

•
Perceived the wilderness as evil and chaotic

•
Self-Reliance, Industriousness, Simplicity, Humility

•
Plain Style/Everyone needed to read

•
Mayflower Compact
