Class Expectations/Advanced Placement English 11
William.Stravino@vbschools.com

Phone: 467-6294

Required Materials 

-The Language of Composition (Bedford St. Martin’s)

-The Write Source (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)

-3 ringed binder with college lined loose leaf


-Pencils, pens


-Planner/Organizer
Course Goals
Upon completing the course, students should be able to:

· analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques;

· apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing;

· create and sustain arguments based on readings, research and/or personal experience;

· demonstrate understanding and master of standard written English as well as stylistic maturity in their own writings;

· write in a variety of genres and contexts, both formal and informal, employing appropriate conventions;

· produce expository and argumentative compositions that introduce a complex central idea and develop it with appropriate, specific evidence, cogent explanations, and clear transitions; and

· move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing, and review.

Sample Essays, Excerpts, and Passages to be covered

George Orwell-“Shooting and Elephant”

Patrick Henry-“Speech to the Virginia Conventions”

Thomas Paine-“Crisis, No. 1”
James Baldwin-“A Talk to Teachers”

Jonathan Swift-“A Modest Proposal”

Martin Luther King-Letter from a Birmingham Jail”

Mark Twain-“Corn Pone Opinions”

Lars Eighner-“On Dumpster Diving”
Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi-“The Future of Happiness”

Grading Policy

-Grades will be determined by the total number of points earned divided by the total number of points possible (usually 500).  

93-100/A

77-79/C+

Below 64/E

90-92/A-

73-76/C

87-89/B+

70-72/C-

83-86/B

67-69/D+

80-82/B-

64-66/D

Final Exam

-If Virginia Standards of Learning test scores are received in time, any student who passes the SOL test may be exempt from taking the final assessment. The final assessment grades count as 1/9 of the final grade. Each semester grade is to be weighted 4/9 of the total grade, with the final assessment weighted 1/9. 
Student Conduct

-Students will adhere to all policies as established by VBCPS and FCHS. All work submitted will adhere to School Board of the City of Virginia Beach Regulation 5-34.2 http://www.vbschools.com/policies/5-34_2r.asp. Infractions of this policy may result in disciplinary action.  
Make-Up Policy

-In the event of an absence from class, a student is responsible for ensuring that work is completed and turned in upon returning to class. Not physically being in class does not excuse assignments not being turned in.
-A daily log of activities with handouts is available on stravclass.weebly.com.
-Student is responsible for meeting with Mr. Stravino outside of class time for making up missed work, quizzes, etc. and, in some instances (extended excused absences), establishing a deadline for making up the assignments.
-Make-up work may be turned in any time during the nine weeks; however, if the assignment has not been turned in within two weeks of the missed class, then the highest grade to be earned is one-half the total points for that assignment.  If the assignment is not completed, then it will be recorded as MI (missing/incomplete) and a student may be assigned academic detention until the assignment is completed. Failure to attend the academic detention may result in a referral.

***Class time is not the time to get missed assignments. ***

Miscellaneous

- I hold additional study sessions and typically meet at the Central Library on the weekends. Check stravclass.weebly.com for meeting times and dates. Do not hesitate to be proactive and seek help when necessary.  In this course, you will reap what you sow. In order to progress, I suggest one hour additional study per day.  If you call my home or send an e-mail, please be sure to leave your name.  
William.Stravino@vbschools.com

Phone: 467-6294
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Signatures

-By signing, you are stating that you have read and will abide with the class expectations for Mr. Stravino’s 2013-2014 Advanced Placement Language and Composition course.

Student 
PRINT NAME: _________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ____________________________________________________________              

Guardian 

PRINT NAME:____________________________________________________________

Signature: _________________________________________________

E-mail___________________________________@______________

Phone #: (_____)__________-______________                

