Fallacy Assignment
---Choose one of the following assignments. Be prepared to share next class.---
A. Transcribe a conversation you've had with one of your parents fairly recently where both of you committed at least three informal fallacies. (So your conversation should have at least six total fallacies.)Turn in the dialogue of your conversation. In addition, point out where each fallacy occurs in the conversation and what fallacy it is, and why.

Here's a short example of a conversation between my father and I where we each commit one fallacy:

Me: Dad, if I hadn't sprained my ankle, then I would have been able to go to the tennis tournament that I really wanted to play in next month. (1)
Dad: You should be able to play anyway. Ankle sprains always heal within three weeks. (2)

Fallacies committed:

(1) Hypothesis Contrary to Fact: It's impossible to say what would have happened if I didn't sprain my ankle. There could have been another factor that would have prevented me from playing, such as a bad back, or an important meeting.

(2) Misuse of Authority: My father is not a doctor and has never even taken any medical-type classes. He has no formal background knowledge upon which to make his recommendation on my ankle.






…..OR…
B.  Collect two examples of real-world fallacies in reasoning, from newspaper editorials, magazine articles, print advertisements, or other published sources. You should include a copy of the actual fallacy (original or photocopy), along with a complete reference for the source of the fallacy. For each fallacy you must also include a written rationale. The written rationales should accomplish three objectives:

1. Identification: Clearly identify or classify the type of fallacy committed. State the single most likely fallacy that is involved. Argue for the appropriateness of your categorization of the fallacy over other possible interpretations. Do not state that an argument involves three or four "possible" fallacies.

2. Analysis: Include an analysis of the fallacy, indicating how and why the reasoning employed is deficient. Show what the arguer fails to do or fails to prove, and why that makes the argument fallacious. In addition, explain how serious or grave the fallacy is: some fallacies are relatively minor, others entail major shortcomings. Not all fallacies invalidate an argument altogether.

3. Remedy: Offer a repair or remedy that the arguer could employ to make the argument non-fallacious, or at least less fallacious. How might the arguer have revised the argument to make it more acceptable? 

