Walden – “Where I Lived and What I Lived For”

1. A main theme of this chapter excerpt is misplaced priorities: Americans’ preference for material rather than spiritual reality.  What does Thoreau mean by the following:

a.  “As for work, we haven’t any of any consequence.”
b.  “Shams and delusions are esteemed for soundest truths, while reality is fabulous.”  
